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I recently bought a car. To tell the truth, I’'m not proud of this. In fact, ’'m somewhat embarrassed.
Why? Even though I live in Naha and work in Ginowan, [’ve been living without a car for over ten
years. People have often told me, “You can’t live in Okinawa without a car!” But I’ve been proud of
doing just that—because I like to be different, and to challenge the common wisdom. Even though I

was happy without a car, I bought one anyway. But I’'m not so sure my life has improved as a result.

Surprisingly, not having a car has many good points. To begin with, you’ll get much more
exercise. Because I bought a car, I exercise much less and have gained weight. I used to go to work
by bus, running, or bicycling. Often, I would bike to work and then run home, and then run to work
and bike home the next day. Pretty cool, huh? Even on days when I took the bus, I’d get the exercise
of walking to the bus stop. After getting a car, I started driving to a health club and running on a
machine. How ridiculous is that?! Not having a car is also safer, cheaper, less stressful, and better for

the environment. Most of all, I liked the healthy lifestyle of being outside and in contact with nature.

Unfortunately, most Okinawans tend to do a lot of driving. Is it still possible to imagine an
Okinawa that does not so thoroughly depend on cars? Certainly, improvements in public transportation
can make a difference, but we also have to change our attitudes toward driving. Even if you own a
car, you can improve your health, sense of the environment, and interactions* with the community,
simply by using your car less, or by sharing rides with others. If we don’t make positive changes now,

global warming and environmental problems might force us to make changes in the future.

*interactions 2 i
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The writer thinks having a car is necessary.
The writer regrets having bought a car.
The writer sold his car.

The writer recently learned how to drive.

EIEE O([2] )
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Having a car is quite convenient.
Having a car has disadvantages.
Exercising at a health club is better than running outside.

Exercising is often good for the environment.

F=E%E ([3])

® ©® 6

Okinawans are poor drivers.
Public transportation in Okinawa is too expensive.
Okinawans shouldn’t drive so much.

Okinawans are concerned about the environment.
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On September 16, 2018, Amuro Namie officially retired from the music industry. Even those who
are not hardcore fans enjoy her songs and were sad to hear the news. In the English media and on
bulletin boards, J-Pop singers have sometimes been criticized for their poor pronunciation or strange
uses of English. For example, “Body Feels EXIT,” the title of one of Amuro’s songs, is likely to
puzzle most English speakers. However, unexpected and unusual uses of English can challenge us to
expand our view of the language and can be quite interesting or thought-provoking. In other words,
grammatically incorrect uses of English can sometimes be more interesting and memorable than

uninteresting but perfect usage.

English speakers, especially teachers, are sometimes so strict about correcting and criticizing
mistakes that they miss out on some unexpectedly creative successes. For example, in an episode
of Kyosen no tsukaenai eigo, a popular show from the ’90s that made fun of wasei eigo, several
foreigners lectured the owner of a karaoke box for naming the shop “Visual Voice.” They explained
that a “voice” cannot be “visual” and tried to convince him to change the name. However, the owner
had actually come up with an extremely creative name—and should have been praised. He had
come up with not only a good description of karaoke but also alliteration* that was musical and

memorable. In other words, he had come up with the perfect name!

One of Okinawa’s many strengths is its linguistic diversity. Okinawa has many residents who
are speakers of Ryukyuan languages, Japanese, and English. In addition, one can often hear the
languages of tourists from around the world. Interestingly, these languages are sometimes combined
in unusual and unexpected ways. No doubt, this linguistic diversity explains why so many musicians
and creative artists come from Okinawa. Hopefully, Okinawan artists and writers will continue to
celebrate and creatively explore the area’s rich linguistic diversity. Let’s wish Amuro Namie success

and happiness in her future life!

*alliteration BHPE : FEEHO T H O L2 &
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1. In the first paragraph, the writer argues that (

CECRCKC.

Amuro Namie shouldn’t have retired yet

(

4]

)-

J-Pop singers should work on their English pronunciation

mistakes in English can sometimes be valuable

“Body Feels EXIT” wasn’t a very good song

2. In the second paragraph, the writer comments that (

@

[5] ).

“Visual Voice” is an excellent name for a karaoke box

@ foreigners should criticize Japanese for making mistakes in English

(® karaoke is a unique Japanese custom that can’t be easily described

@  Kyosen no tsukaenai eigo should have been cancelled

3. In the final paragraph, the writer expresses the desire that ([ 6 ]

®» O 6

different languages not be mixed together

tourists in Okinawa be able to communicate in English

people in Okinawa learn at least one other foreign language

Okinawan artists keep using languages in creative ways

).
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English speakers sometimes criticize Japanese people for making mistakes in English;

(7]

however, unexpected uses of English are often quite appealing. For example, some
[9]

foreigners on a TV show claimed that an owner had given his karaoke box a ridiculous

[8]

name, even though the name was actually rather creative. In Okinawa, many

types of languages help artists to come up with unique combinations.

[11]

(7]
[8]
(9]
[10]
[11]

CECECECEGS

support
correct
thoughtless
clever

international

CECECECEC

attack

surprising

noisy

sensible

similarities

CECRCRCR®

pronounce
everyday
wrong
visual
kinds

CECECECES

[10]

praise
impossible
interesting
foolish
differences
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Can we meet tonight at 6 o’clock to discuss our class project?

( [12] ). T’ll reserve a group study room at the library. But aren’t

you tired after having a big exam this morning? How did it go?

Thanks for asking. Well, I think I did OK, but (  [13] ).

What happened? Did you oversleep?

No, it was the bus! ( [14] ).

Oh, I’'m sorry to hear that. I heard that the power went out in several parts of
the city last night due to the storm. Maybe that’s why the bus was late.
Yeah, maybe. I guess I should ( [15] ).

That’s a great idea. Riding a bike has a lot of health benefits. Thirty minutes,
five days a week on a bike can ( [16] ). On top of that, you can

avoid catching a cold.

: Right, and I could save money, too!

I had a cup of coffee for breakfast
start riding my bike to campus

I was a little late for the exam
join you tonight for some pizza
sounds good to me

that’s impossible

improve your health

schedule a doctor’s appointment

it’s never on time
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1. Next Thursday is my uncle’s birthday. I'm going to get (  [17] ) a wallet.
@O he @ his @ him @  himself

2. Mr. Higa is one of the ( [18] ) for our English speech contest.
(O musicians @ scientists @ doctors @ judges

3. A: What language do you want to study in college, Keiko?
B: I’d like to take ( [19] ) English and Spanish classes.
@O either @ both @ instead @ till

4. Chris said that he ( [20] ) go to the beach today because he’s sick.
@ can @ may @ will @ won’t

5. A: How about this camera? It’s $200.
B: That’s too ( [21] ). I only have $100.
@D expensive @ excited @ cheap @ old

6. There was an English essay contest at school yesterday.
The first prize was ( [22] ) to one of my classmates.

@© give @ gave @ given @ giving

7. A:1couldn’t hear ( [23] ) the professor said.
B: He said that we’ll have a test tomorrow.
@O what @ why @ which @ how

8. A: Are you going to the pool this afternoon, Dad?
B: No, Nancy. It’s too cold ( [24] ).

@O  swim @ swam @ swimming @ to swim

9. Ifit( [25] ) tomorrow, we’ll have to cancel the baseball game.

@ rain @ rains @ raining @ to rain

10. Onthe ( [26] ) to the park, we stopped at a store to buy some drinks.
@ top @ time @ way @ place
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A: What are you going to do after you graduate (  [27] ) high school?

B: I’'m going to study American literature at college.

@® from @ to ® under @ over
My father loves jogging. It rained today, but he got up early and went jogging (  [28]
usual.

@ on @ ever @ by @ as

A: This curry and rice is really good. Can you tell me how you make it?
B: All right. I’ll send you the ( [29] ) by e-mail.
@ place @ area @ recipe @ habit

Who (- [30] ) the most brothers and sisters in your class?

@ is @ are 3 have @ has

My father ( [31] ) her since she was a child.
@ know @ knows @ has known @ knowing

People ( [32] ) 20 years old are not allowed to drink alcohol.
@O over @ under @ for @ from

Karen’s father makes very good pizza. He’sa ( [33] ) at an Italian restaurant.
@ guide @ florist @ chef @ musician

( [34] ) Kenji studied hard for the exam, he failed it.
@ Although (2 Because @ If @ Since

)
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( [35] )

in your family?

@O members 2 there ® how

KOFBEBHIZHIT72500nh, Db THEA.

@ are ® many

I ( [36] ) my father for his birthday.

@ know @ don’t @ to @ what ® give
DA TVAERIE, £ TEBLLANTT,

The ( 371 ) :

@ very interesting (2 reading (3 book @ is ®TI'm
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( [38] ) convenience store.
@ delicious cakes @ at @ they @ that ® sell
ROBRIELLZET A MNIRAZ LT,
My ( 391 ) :
@® is @ be (3 a famous pianist @ dream ® to












